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Clarke students lend a hand over break 


heather haas 
staff writer 


Or a group of Clarke students, winter 
Pr= was about giving to others and 
helping those less fortunate. Six Clarke 
students, biology professor Andy Bixler and Di- 
rector of Campus Ministry Amy Golm, BVM, 
spent much of their break helping those in need 
in Ohio and Kentucky. The group left Clarke 
early Sunday morning on March 1 and arrived at 
the Tau House in Cincinnatia little after 5 that day, 
Time was not their’s to waste. The group 
awoke Monday morning ready to face the daily 
tasks that lie ahead. Five students went to an 
agency called Housing Opportunity of North- 
ern Kentucky. There they learned about their 
mission. They were put to work cleaning out a 
house and getting it ready for a new occupant. 
The rest of the group spent the day in Coving- 
ton, Kentucky, at the Rose Garden, which pro- 
vides pregnancy counseling, They too learned 
about their mission and helped with gathering 
donations. They packed and prepared gro- 
ceries and were able to distribute 200 bags 
“J have to say it was really rewarding to see my 
actions helping other people,” junior Becky Mu- 
eller said. “Because of my experience on this trip 
1 am more thankful for both the material things 
and the experiences | have been blessed with as 
there are so many who have to fight simply for 
everyday things like food or shelter to sleep in.” 
The group spent another day at Matthew 
25 Ministries, a huge warehouse that pro- 
cesses donated goods that are later shipped 
to developing countries. They sorted and 
packaged clothing and personal hygiene kits 
that will be sent to people in Nicaragua. 
“The service trip was such a great experi- 
ence,” sophomore Stacey Duschner said. “I 
meet and worked with amazing people during 
this trip. Helping people who can’t always help 
themselves is such a rewarding experience.” 


Vision’s Daycare Center was another place 
the group volunteered, spending the day 
watching and playing with kids. The center 
1s a low-cost/free day care that allows moth- 
ets to go to school. The group also spent 
time making sandwiches at Mercy Franciscans 
at St. John’s, a social service agency that gives 
emergency assistance to people in crisis. There 
they handed food out to homeless people. 

Angela Healey, a nursing major, said this 
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Clarke volunteers on the winter break service trip 


was her first time going on a mission trip. 
“Handing out the food was a great experi- 
ence for me,” Healey said. “T truly saw face 
to face how in need these people were.” 
Golm said, “We worked hard, learned a lot, and 
were exposed to things we don’t experience very 
often. Hopefully the students learned a lot.” 


‘Menus’ provides dinner and a show 


lacey reynolds 
campus life editor 


his weekend you have the opportunity to 

enjoy a five-course gourmet meal while 
listening to a variety of Broadway and 

pop songs without even leaving Clarke. You'll 
get to sce your peers perform while you enjoy 
a classy evening of food and entertainment. 
Musical Menus is a chance for Clarke’s music 
department and Clarke’s culinary department 
to raise money for the music department and 
to show everyone what they’re made of. The 
event has been taking place for over 20 years 
and this year, Director of Dining Services Mat- 
thew Ricketts and his staff will be cooking 
up pork loin and salmon as the main entrees. 
Any student who takes Respus ot partici- 
pates in a music ensemble is eligible to au- 
dition for the event, but Musical Menus is 
the one competition that is held each year to 
find and feature the best solo performers. 
“We are able to choose 16 vocalists from 
the 25 or so that audition,” said John Lease, 
associate professor of music. “It's a wonder: 
ful evening of entertainment for everyone. 
Kelsey Kuepers, a junior music education 


major, is among those lucky 16 vocalists. “Be- 
ing chosen to perform at Musical Menus is 
always an honor,” said Kuepers. “It is one 
of the biggest events that the music depart- 
ment puts on so I am happy to be able to 
represent the Clarke music department.” 

Kuepers picked out her music over a month ago 
and has been working with Lease in her voice 
lessons and has participated in a master class to 
improve her song. “I am more excited than any- 
thing to perform for Musical Menus,” she said. 
“It is such a fun event and it’s fun to be interac- 
tive with the audience. I have been working re- 
ally hard on the music and being in front of an 
audience always makes the performance better.” 

Brian Eiffes, a freshman music education ma- 
jor, is another of the chosen vocalists for this 
year’s event. Eiffes has never experienced Mu- 
sical Menus but is nonetheless honored to be 
a part of it. “I’ve had to think beyond notes 
and rhythms to prepare,” he said. “I practice 
every day in front of a mirror to make sure I 
can physically convey what the music is say- 
ing. I’m not one to let my nerves get to me, 


but I’ve never done anything like this before. 
I’m really looking forward to it, and, ner- 
vous or not, I’m hoping for a full audience.” 

Freshman music and voice major Kevin Bi- 
belhausen has been chosen to perform as well. 
“Tr is really exciting to be performing in Mu- 
sical Menus after being in the audience several 
umes,” he said. “My favorite thing about it is the 
informality and the chance for the performers 
to interact with the audience. It’s a privilege to 
be selected to be a part of the showcase and I’m 
looking forward to what our veteran cast can do.” 

“The students put in a lot of work to make 
this a success,” said chair and assistant profes- 
sor of music, LaDonna Manternach, BVM. 
“Besides performing, everyone waits tables or 
parks cars or checks coats for it. It takes lots 
of musical preparation and planning to keep 
it moving like well-oiled clockwork. The event 
is a great community builder for all involved.” 


Continued on page 2 
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Monies are coming to k1ll you. 
There have Keen some rather distdrbing stories irf the news 
lately. Stories that make me quiver in fear and want to change 
my undies. Stories that tell of a threat to society that is po- 
tentially more dangerous than global warming, nuclear holo- 
caust and people who like “Grey’s Anatomy” combined. The 
chimpanzees of the world have finally gotten tired of being 
enslaved by humanity and are fighting back. 

I’m sure many of you have heard of the chimpanzee that 
attacked the woman in Connecticut. This chimp was fed up 
with being forced to appear in Old Navy commercials and 
decided to bite off a lady’s hands in retaliation. This news 
alone is enough to shatter most people’s perceptions of 
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t 11am. Thursday morn- omore biology major, s 
ing, February 26, the world 
of Clarke stopped to take 


knew that, having survi 


cided to give students a break. She 
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ing clowns that enjoy dressing 
recting cards. But when 
dal Swedish chip, we 
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nclothes and posing for g: 
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you also consider the antic 
have real reason to panic. 
1 know what you're thinking oe ae Sycll 
too: They have chimpanzees In weden: : 
, nt their time running around on skis, cating 
chocolate and producing supermodels. But, apparently, ee 
only does Sweden have chimpanzees, it has sociopathic 
chimpanzees. This particular chimp stockpiled scl = 
as weapons before his 200 opened. When the guests s — 
up he began tossing rocks at them. No one was injured, : 
the scary part of this was that the chimp was organized an 
had his attack planned out, which is much more than can be 
said for the U.S. Army which has been lost in Iraq for the 


last seven ycars. ; 
We should have scen this coming, The imminent monkey 


rebellion should have been obvious. After all, Donkey Kong 
has been chucking barrels at fat Italian plumbers for decades. 
But we've shrugged it off: Oh, DK is harmless. He's a fam- 
ily man who wears a tic and stomps on evil crocodiles. But 
it’s clear now that Donkey Kong's Americanization is just a 
clever ploy, in the same way that terrorist sleeper cell agents 
integrate themselves into our society by joining bowling 
leagues and listening to National Public Radio. 

So what can we do to defend ourselves in the event of 
a full-on attack by ticked-off chimpanzees? That’s a tough 
question. Once, in fourth grade, a 70-pound girl made me 
eat pea gravel because I called her a wormflusher, so I’m 


because it’s what 1 thought 


ish people spe 


Not always a bad thing 


uddenly de- Hall. Fortunately no one was hurt 
and no quarantine was required. A 


ved amajor chemical called remiculite was used 
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pretty sure J couldn’t take a 200-pound a8 ji hans 
combat. We could all take the time to bisects sto, . 
with firearms, but then we'd be forced to start diy | 
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able solution either. 3 nor, 
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dealing with enraged monkeys, and have them je | 
problem. I say we track down Adrian Brody, Jack - te 
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0 C! 
seem likely. If that doesn’t work, we can try Ayn r hs y" ie forge 
era airplanes at the marauding monkeys until they ¢, MM), 50" : yet os f di 
jump off the Empire State Building. Cid, ob e ‘he 9 “ie 
On a positive note, this impending chimp Onslaugh “ite opt 0 08 et 

give us inspiration for plenty of big-budget summer jy a? he sae of ie 
busters. I have already started working on a script fer a uae jie gs js a 
Brendan Fraser as a monkcyologist/ninja who Tilt tity a i spe ied pad 
with comic relief Tom Green to defend humanity sa “ ate te al ae Chat 
ing overrun by simians. Here is a sample: be ‘i ie ind abe pe fof pe 

ie ie 4 by? sone, ‘i d Sp 

, as Fog) 9 


Brendan: Quick! We have to save the world in Under al ca i jrettn? ith 
minutes or people will catch on to the fact that Pm Me got gis ct 
. 5 


0! 
rible actor! ’ b es 
Tom: Does anybody still remember who | am? iso or of wd 8 jgtio0 t 
Brendan: Seriously, did you guys catch the third Minny 1 lh vad oe ublic oo - 
movie? My grandma disowned me after seeing it. : On and We pave # 8 Sp 
Tom: (sucks on cow’s udder) a op if masher ‘ok 
Py an buying sr di, 


Consider yourselves warned, readers. The chimpanzees | : 4 charge pitt it 
coming to dinner and our hands are the main course, ¥ 


t i 
a, oF POY onsistent 


im 
tion to ‘S ortscenter,” so what ert to § ; 
the me with dro} ie [tis Specht 66 

ie gi to help 


| want tl 


a breath. Someone had dropped 
two liters of a high concentration 
of hydrochloric acid (HC}) in the 
science lab, The Dubuque Fire 
Department was called in to iso- 
late the situation, the building was 
evacuated, and classes were immc- 
diately canceled. 

As any expert in chemistry will 
tell you, hydrochloric acid is a 
highly corrosive, concentrated 
substance used in manufacturing 
many of the plastics we use today. 
It irritates the skin and should be 
handled with care. 

It seems that Cassie Allee, a soph- 


fire in the ‘80s, Clarke doesn’t take 
these sorts of situations lightly. So 
as she was taking the acid from the 
cabinet, she let a whole two liters 
slip and fall to the ground, causing 
mass destruction to a few cabinets, 
and making things a mess all over 
the floor. 


to counter the acid. 

Chemistry isn’t even Cassie’s 
main subject. She aspires to teach 
high school biology. 

But still, what does Cassie have to 
say for herself? 

“T am sorry.” 

With an immaculate track record, 


She’s still in denial. Cassie would be the last possible 
“I was wearing rubber gloves and suspect in such a crime, but that 
it slipped out,” Allee said. didn’t stop her from doing 


But I don’t buy it. She even ac- 
cepted handshakes from students 
passing by. She had singlehand- 
edly made their day by canceling 
every class in Catherine Byrne 


Musical Menus, continued from page 1 


Musical Menus will be presented on Saturday, March 20 and Sunday, March 21 in the Atrium. Students 
faculty, staff and guests are also invited to attend the dress rehearsal on Thursday, March 19. Plagues 
from the event will go toward recruitment tours made by Clarke’s choirs and instrumental ensembles and 
will support sending music students to professional conferences and competitions. Reservations are re- 
quired for Saturday and Sunday so don’t miss your chance to get seats. The performers promise you won't 


regret it. 


“If you have never seen a play or musical, ‘Musical Menus’ is a great time to test the waters,” said Bibel 
hausen. “There is no plot to follow. You can just sit and eat while being entertained. And people from all 


different backgrounds can enjoy the show.” 


“Musical Menus’ is going to be full of music you’ve actually heard of,” Eiffes said. “I understand that 
lot of people who aren’t choir or band students don’t really appreciate the kind of music usually perform i 
in concerts, but this event is made up of some big musical numbers, a few older tunes, and even some ni 


music.” 


“It is very engaging and fun to watch,” Kuepers said. “There is such a variety of music; there will be a lot 
. 4 i i : 
of music that you will know and a lot of music that will be new and interesting.” 
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the damage. In my opinion 
that makes her the perfect 
suspect, the one you would 
least expect. 

So why did she come forth? 


ditch classes, not to mention the too? ihe see that ( 
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aspects of Cassie that, upon closer 
examination, would reveal a loose 
cannon side. Her roommate, soph- 
omore Ana Castro, admitted to me 
that “Cassie has a profound addic- 
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accident. Maybe the test mube r- 
ally did slip from Cassie's rubbery 
fingers. 

But I’m not necessarily taking } bed 
anything at face value. 
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staff writer 


arricd, two children, a full-time 
position at a local college, and 
: of course let’s not forget, han- 
dling advertising club responsibilities for 

" fur states as the chair of the Oth district 
ea for the American Advertising Federation 
\ (AAP). Jamie Specht, director of marketing 

t Clarke for the past three years, is talented, 
ty cisot and above all else, hardworking. 
q “| was hired by a person at Clarke who 
\ was at the time the local chair for the Addys, 
awards giving in advertising,” said Specht. 
“| also served on a committee with Tricia 


involvement and our public relation team 
js very supportive. We have a good team.” 

As the director of marketing, Specht 
‘js in charge of buying space for ad- 
" vertisements whether it is radio, bill- 
board, or print, and is also in charge 
of overseeing consistent —_ branding. 
“When I first came to Clarke, I felt it was 
the best kept secret of Dubuque,” said 
Specht. “I made an intentional effort to 
‘ advertise more and to promote campus 
aa & Sportscene”, events to students and the community.” 


Udents the : 
trouble with droge, ‘It is Specht’s 
an the too? ‘ goal to help 66 
Want — Cassie's response: Ines spread the 
ning I was scared and embe word about 


Clarke into 

tof but later was abl cg a 
se ; nity. She wants to make Clarke’s 
ther —Pethapsthen,itredlymr presence more widely known. 


oser accident. Maybe the tt “] want the community to see that Clarke 
yose ally did slp from Cast’ is an active, vibrant community,” said 

he fingers. Specht. “We cannot be everything to every- 
oP But Pm not geese? body. It is about promoting our strengths.” 
) me 2 face vit Specht was born and raised in Waterloo, 
Adic- anything 3 Jowa. At 14, she began her first job at a lo- 
—— cal grocery store. She graduated from Co- 


lumbus High School in 1990, and was very 


college 


| want the community to 
see that Clarke is an active, 
vibrant community. 


involved in her community during her high 
school years. She was active in programs 
such as youth ministry and service trips. 
“I grew up in a ‘normal’ family,” said 
Specht, “and had a very normal childhood.” 
After high school, Specht attended Loras 
College, and became the first college gradu- 
ate in her family. She began college thinking 
that she would become a lawyer and planned 
to major in psychology. Although Specht 
believed she knew which direction her fu- 
ture was going, her plans were changed. 
“Life takes you on a different path,” said 
Specht. “I love my college experience at Lor- 
as. I love my job at Clarke. There is room for 
both in Dubuque. Each hasits own strengths.” 
Although Specht ended up in a different 
place than where she started, she is happy 
with her career in marketing and advertising. 
She graduated from Loras in 94 with a degree 
in both business management and marketing. 
After graduation, Specht began working for 
the Telegraph Herald. Again she became high- 
ly involved in the community, participating in 
the local Advertising Club(AAF Dubuque), 
Women’s Leadership Network, the pub- 
lic relations committee for Shalom Retreat 
Center, and 
many more 
community 
programs. 
99 “T have al- 
ways felt that 

is it important to get involved,” said Specht. 
“That is how people know who you are.” 
Specht has been involved with AAF 
for 11 years. She has served as the Addy 
awards chair for the local AAF club for 
two years, served on the board for five 
years, as the president of the local club, and 
is currently the governor for the 9th dis- 
trict of AAF. As the district chair, Specht 
is in charge of overseeing the AAF clubs 


ER -GOC makes an effort to retain 
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en are few and far between at 
Clarke. With Clarke being a for- 
mer female college, it has a dif- 
Pree retaining male students. The 
est _ tention Committee for Clarke has hope- 
| ; ¥ cteated a solution to this problem 

} 4 forming a new group specifically for 

a Males at Clarke. ‘The Gentlemen of 

arke (GOC) has only met once so far, 

| a their first meeting was full of “manly” 
| Pastimes including playing euchre, watch- 
ng basketball, and playing Rock Band. 
tector of Student Activities Steve Dyer 
aM the group hopes to expand its ac- 
“ies to include cooking lessons, movie 
aX book reviews, athletic events, and 
Possible service project in the future. 

_ "The unofficial purpose of the Gentle- 
Be of Clarke is to provide alternative ac- 
ities for our male students in an effort 


ficult time 


*t. “Eventually the primary goal for the 


C is to become an officially chartered 


Clarke’s male students 


student organization to provide greater 
opportunities for the men of Clarke to 
connect to one another and to Clarke.” 

Junior English major Pete Dudek is a 
member of the GOC. He feels that the 
first meeting went well, but thinks the group 
needs to build a little more awareness at this 
point. He believes the key to retaining male 
students at Clarke is to keep it fresh and to 
structure the group to fit all personalities. 

“f think there are a lot of guys on cam- 
pus who could be more involved and they 
could have an alternative place to go or 
activity to do on the weekends rather than 
the typical party scene,” Dudek said. “The 
group of guys we have right now is awe- 
some; it’s a really diverse group and we 
have a lot of fun together. We have some 
great ideas for events, but would like more 
guys to contribute. 1 would encourage 
all guys on campus to make it to at least 
one meeting to see what we're all about.” 


in Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska and Kansas. 

“The first time I went to a national con- 
ference for the AAF, I was in awe,” said 
Specht. “There are over 2,000 people at 
these conferences every year. It is very 
humbling to sit at a table with the presi- 
dent of AAF, and the vice president of the 
New York Times. Engaging in conversa- 
tion with them made me realize that what 
is so interesting about this field is that the 
principles of marketing are all the same, 
they are just applied on different scales.” 

One of the greatest benefits about being 
a part of the AAF is that Jamie is able to 
share her experiences with her family. She 
has taken her husband, and other family 
members, on AAF trips across the country. 

Jamie Specht is not a person to back down 
from a challenge. She enjoys working hard 


kylee miller 
sports editor 


T: Crusader Callers raised more 
than $150,000 this year in Clarke’s 
annual Phone-A-Thon, breaking all 
previous records. “This is a significant in- 
crease of more than $50,000,” said Wendy 
Scardino who was in charge of the cam- 
paign. Clarke’s Phone-A-Thon is a major 
addition to the Clarke Fund which helps 
support nearly everything on campus. 
“One of the top reasons this year was so suc- 
cess full was that our students were the ones 
calling our alumni and friends,” said Scardi- 
no, director of Annual Funds. Between No- 
vember and February roughly 25 students 
were employed by the Phone-A-Thon. 

For the first time, Clarke brought in 
RuffaloCODY, an outside company, to 
provided nightly supervision, training, 


Gampus LirE== 


and being involved. She tackles the responsi- 
bilities of having a family, a full-time job, and 
being highly active in service to the commu- 
nity. For those that work with her, Specht is 
much more than a hardworking individual. 

“Jamie loves seeing students succeed,” 
said Mike Cyze, Clarke director of pub- 
lic relations.” It’s not uncommon to see 
her at athletic events, fine arts events or 
other campus activities. Plus, she’s a pop- 
culture genius. If you can stump her with 
a reality TV question, I'd be surprised.” 

“IT never want to stop learning,” said 
Specht. “I enjoy being involved. I am pas- 
sionate about what I do, and that is just me.” 


and an automated, computerized call- 
ing system. Loras College and the Uni- 
versity of Dubuque have used this com- 
pany for their phone-a-thons for years. 

“The automated calling system really 
helped out this year,” said Scardino. “Instead 
of dialing each phone number by hand, 
the computer system would automatically 
dial the numbers for the students. This in- 
creased the number of alumni, friends, and 
parents our calling program could contact.” 
Calling for next year will take place from No- 
vember-February Sunday through Thursday 
evenings as well as one afternoon shift every 
Sunday. Students are paid $8.00 an hour. If 
interested, students should contact Wendy 
Scardino at wendy.scardino@clarke.edu. 
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Benzer helps stud 
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staff writer 


hen it comes time to prepare for a test or to be- 
gin to write a paper with correct punctuation and 
grammar, it can be difficult to equip yourself for 


Clarke students are able 
he help they need. Myra 
d can provide students 
succeed. 


the task. When this situation occurs, 
to go to the Learning Center to gett 
Benzer specializes in different fields an 
with the help they need to 
Benzer is the director of the Margaret 
Mann Academic Resource Center on 
the second floor of the library. “While 
I provide accommodations for stu- 
dents with documented disabilities,” 


| attention to the students. She does not 
| take her time here or her position for 
| granted. “I really feel honored to be a 
| part of a student's journey,” she said. 
| When students come to her for help, 
she shows them what techniques they 
can use not only to solve the imme- 


Director says joining Americorps 


ali herbst 
staff writer 


he program coordinator of Clarke College’s Ame- 
ricorps office Penny O’Toole Ehlinger says joining 
Americorps is a “no-brainer.” “Why doesn’t every 

Clarke student do this?” She says the benefits are endless. 
A member can have a well-paying job that helps people. 
She also stresses the potential for future jobs. “Every 
employer is impressed with an Americorps job on a re- 
sume,” Ehlinger said. “With the recommendations you 
can get and the prestigious reputation of Americorps, 
the opportunities for enhancing your future are endless.” 
Americorps is a national program in which members 
have the chance to change lives through community-geared 
work. It offers an opportunity to work with community 
health, environment, or education. The City of Dubuque 
Americorps program offers the education opportunity. 
Mentors for the City of Dubuque Americorps team tu- 
tor in Dubuque-area schools. The mentors help students 
improve in reading, science and math and are paid for their 
services. The average reduced-part time City of Dubuque 
Americorps member earns $9.49 per hour, with about 15 
hours of work per week. This adds up to about $167.66 


CSA makes gettin 
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ere’s how they work: whenever you go to 
H: CSA sponsored event, you receive a card 
with a hole punch in it. Hold onto the card 

and get more punches as you attend the designated 
events. After 10 punches, write your name on the 
back of the card and turn it in to the CSA office or 
any CSA officer. The reward for attending campus 
events and filling out a punch card? A chance to win 
a free TV at the end of the semester. The TV will 
be raffled off at the Honor’s Banquet later in April. 
The punch cards are new for the ‘08-’09 school year. 
They were thought up by, Kayla Demmer, Clarke 
Student Association vice president, as a way to boost 
attendance at campus events. Every event on cam- 
pus that punches cards has a CSA logo on its flyer. 
Different punch card events include athlet- 

ic events, arts events, CSA meetings and many 
other events. Any clubs or sports team can re- 
quest for their events to be punch cards events at 
any time, as long as the request is made at least 
two weeks before the event is scheduled. That 
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way someone can be present to punch cards. 

Last semester was the first for the cards. “It was 
a positive turnout, and it will build up in future 
semesters,” Demmer said. “They are a way to in- 
crease student involvement in activities.” 
ing forward to partaking in upcoming punch 
card events? Simply refer to the list of remaining 
CSA-sponsored events to receive punches and 


get closer to the chance to win the grand prize! 


earned every two weeks. Members are also allotted a $1250 
education award to be put toward tuition, books, room and 
board, or anything else to help pay for’college. 

Americorps also offers other programs in educa- 
tion in which a full-time member may receive up to 
$4,725 in an education reward and an $11,400 living al- 
lowance per year. Part-time members receive a $2362 
education award and a $6035 annual living allowance. 

“This opportunity works beyond the hours of service,” says 
Ehlinger. “A member's life is changed forever, just by help- 
ing others. Anyone can benefit from an Americorps job.” 

“It’s a great experience to work with such a diverse group 
of kids,” said Ali Zeigler, sports management major. “It re- 
ally stands out on resumes, and after you have completed 
your term, you feel like you’ve really made a difference.” 

“AmeriCorps has been so much mote than a volunteer op- 
portunity for me, I get to work with kids and make a dif- 
ference every day,” said freshman secondary education 
major Ashley Fitzpatrick. “I love seeing the smile on their 
face when they understand something for the first time.” 

The Clarke Americorps office is located in the under- 


Look- 


g punched a good thing 


March 22 CSA Meeting, 7 p.m. Rose O’Toole 

March 25 Wellness Fair in the SAC, 11-2 p.m. 

** CANS Talent Show, March 26, 6:30 p.m., Jansen 

**Career Extravaganza, March 26, 1-4 p.m., UD, McCormick ial 
April 5 CSA Meeting, 7 p.m. Rose O’Toole 

April 18 CSA Leadership Day 

April 19 CSA Meeting, 


April 23 Drama Production 
(Openin night only) 


April 25 MAY DAZE 
May 3 CSA Meeting 7 p.m. Rose O'Toole 


**Opportuni , 
Pportunity to receive two punches in one Day! 


diate problem but to prepare them to handle ite 
A student who has benefitted from the Leaisie 

ter services is Evans Sang, a Clarke freshman 5 

business. “She has helped me with my English ‘ ning 


- teas 
me Cornell Notes and by giving me carbonless : ‘thi 


ws 


t a 
classmates to use to supplement my class Notes” he i) 


At some colleges students who want hel 


ee 


; P may 
get the full attention they need, but Clarkes 


ver is with students every step of the way 


ments and helps the student learn an easier way to solve: ? 
AT 


So if you’re a student who may have trouble Preparing fr, 
test or getting a research paper to look great there is one ht 
son who will guide you to victory. Myra Benzer she can hey 
you find your footing and give tips on future assignmerg 


is a ‘no-brainer’ 


ground hallway between Mary Benedict and Mary Fa 
cis halls. For more information, e-mail Ehlinger « 
* penny.ehlinger@clarke.edu or call her office at 563-58 
8644. More members are always wanted for Americop 


www.americaspromise.org 


Punch Card Events 


7 p.m. Rose O’Toole 


“Educating Rita,” 7:30 p.m. TDH 


_, ge 
said Benzer. “I also help all students cause her values go along with Clarke’s core wha | . st Gi ait . 
ib : “The “ied f ig} mi 
.| develo their Brean Lat gl ne bog 
tt skills based 6 | really feel honored to bea thing abou ae in asp i 
ot _ . a é a gt be 40, t : 
Eee part of a student’s journey. 99 | * bs 2 Gi ie we “afi 
in, references a a © help gf od. ow «aye hit 
= bee them learn the informa- dents take responsibility and become successful,” she sid . iO svi M oft sl 
tion rather than just memorize.” Another quality that Benzer has is patience. Even if ay nid “colt pan " ayo a 
When you head up to the Learning dent is having trouble comprehending the problem, shed Ps of a ni prope Leagy 
“ Center, Benzer is there giving her full not rush for the sake of time. She breaks down the ip oF quube 0 d sever’ 
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still find tt difficult t 
earl my excitement when I see the graph 
seed on the shelves in a place like Targe 
theo longer confined to the dimly lit ci 
sof comic book stores. At the same ume 
brevet, | couldn't help but feel a twinge o! 
caless, because in only a few short months 
“Vurhmes’ would become mainstrean 
ik ae once loved by asele 
iene © opted by the masse 
<i on: siege things cle 
TE MISES I ot § id mini 
Mary Jan 00 Pider-Man, savin 
Itisa dak 4: m the Gteen Gob 


dave tucker 

editor 
yen if you've never heard of the 
groundbreaking graphic novel 


there is no escaping the bombard- 
advertising and promotion for the 
station. “Watchmen” has been 
¢ my all-time favorite works of litera- 

sie rey first read it back in high school 
i hhas been recognized as the high wa- 

. and wi in the comic book medium since 
rerman inal publication in the mid-’80s. 
. a ate eccentric genius Alan Moore 
ore wonder Dave Gibbons, “Watch- 

yj od sr been held in the highest regard by 
d critics alike, and despite a multi- 
a 7“ yarious studio attempts to bring it 
iN me iti it has always stayed confined 
: . own four-color panels. Moore him- 
y i ~ dubbed the property “unfilmable” 
and since the bastardization of his “League 
ty f Extraordinary Gentleman,” has severed 
i [ ties with the film industry and the ad- 
aptations of his work, channeling all mon- 
etary benefits solely to the books’ artists. 
| yen without its creator’s blessing, it ap- 
peared that “Watchmen” was finally coming 
| to the big screen. When I heard the news, my 
first reaction was simply, “That means there’s 
going to be Watchmen stuff for me to buy.” 
‘And is there ever. still find it difficult to 
control my excitement when I sce the graph- 
ic novel on the shelves in a place like Target 
and no longer confined to the dimly lit cav- 
emsof comic book stores. At the same time, 
however, I couldn’t help but feel a twinge of 
sadness, because in only a few short months, 
| “Watchmen” would become mainstream, 
and something that was once loved by a select 
fan base would be co opted by the masses. 
And we might as well make things clear 
carly on: “Watchmen” was not written for 
the masses, It is not Spider-Man, saving 
Mary Jane Watson from the Green Gob- 
lin, It is a dark, disturbing, intellectual dra- 
ma, jam-packed with so many nuances and 
complexities, that even by the third reading 

' Youre still noticing things for the first time. 


Media Watc 


justin curry 
arts etc. editor 


ment of 
recent adaf 


between Mary Benedict and Mary Fa! 
more information, e-mail Eble 
latkeedu or call her office at 3451 
bers are always wanted for Americ: 


What CD are 


now? 


Taylor Swift 
“Fearless” 


Jason Mraz 
“We Sing, We 


Things” 


Say Anything 


Matthew Wes 


listening to right 


Dance, We Steal 


« Is a Real Boy” 


“Something to Say” 


With that in mind, the cinema snob in- 
side me was thinking, “Are fans of 
formers” and “Indiana Jones” 
get this?” 


“Trans- 
going to 
Because in all honesty, while I 
wanted the film to do well, I would rather 
it die a quick death at the box office than 
submit to stereotypical superhero movie 
clichés in an attempt to bring in more cash. 

Cut to now. The film is in theaters (after a 


heated legal battle between two studios both 
claiming to own the rights to the property) 
and the reaction is about what I expected. 
Some people love it. Others simply don’t. 
Critics are split right down the middle. 
Fans of the comic are raving, while oth- 
ers ate nitpicking everything they can spot. 

Myself? I can honestly say, I absolutely 
loved it. And my expectations were set 
higher than I think they’ve ever been going 
into a movie. Another one of my favorite 


h 


What book is on 
your nightstand? 


you 


“The Sound and the 
Fury” 


“The Philosophy of 
House” 


t 


“He’s Just Not That Into 
You” 


“Slumdog Millionaire” 


“Last House on the 
Left” 


“Phantom of the Opera” 


—=Artrs Erc.— 


The Watcher of ‘Watchmen’ 


books, “Choke” was adapted as a film last 
year, and while I left the theater really want- 
ing to like it despite its numerous flaws, I 
left “Watchmen” raving about the attention 
to the source material and how blown away 
and genuinely surprised I was, even though 
I knew exactly what was coming next. 

My initial reaction to the mixed bag of re- 
views I’ve been reading is similar to what hap- 


pened with one of my all-time favorite films, 
“Fight Club.” Much like “Watchmen’s,” the 
previews sell it as an action movie, whereas 
it is actually a deep, ethical and philosophical 
drama taking place in an action-movie set- 
ting. Think, “The Matrix” with less kung fu 
and better acting. Some reviewers understand 
this and embrace it while others simply don’t 
seem to (or don’t want to) get it. Yet. When 
“Fight Club” premiered it bombed. Now, 
Tyler Durden is spoken about in the same 


What is the last movie |What is your favorite 


“SportsCenter” 


“Full House” 


“Brothers and Sisters” 


lexicon as Darth Vader or Don Corleone. 
So, with introductions aside, I may as well 
start the actual movie review before this col- 
umn reaches the size of the source material. 
“Watchmen” exists in an alternate ‘80s New 
York City, where Nixon is serving his third 
term and we won Vietnam. Costumed crime 
fighters have been outlawed by the govern- 
ment, and the proverbial doomsday clock is 
just minutes away from complete nuclear Ar- 
mageddon. The story begins with the death 
of retired hero, the Comedian, and proceeds 
forward with the investigation led by the psy- 
chopathic antihero with the ever-changing 
ink-blot mask, Rorschach. Consumed with 
vengeance and paranoia, he attempts to re- 
unite the retired “Watchmen” in an effort to 
uncover the conspiracy behind the murder, as 
well as hold off the approaching doomsday. 
The plot moves fast, but never loses the 
viewer, providing flashbacks and insight 
into all the characters. And despite the 2 
hour 40 minute running time, it seldom 
drags, simply because it has so much to say. 
The acting is all phenomenal, as is the cin- 
ematography, with director Zack Snyder re- 
minding us just how visually stunning he can 
make a movie, from the ‘80s-inspired New 
York City, to the baron wastelands of Ant- 
arctica, to the jungles of Viet Nam, to the 
red sands of Mars and so on. The amount 
of detail put into every frame is astound- 
ing, and when examining how much of the 
comic book shows up on screen, I can only 
imagine how much more the director’s cut 
will include when it reaches DVD shelves. 
Overall, I cannot recommend this film 
enough. I went in, a die hard fan of the 
source material, and loved every second of 
it. Even more to the film’s credit, I went 
with a group of people, some of whom 
knew absolutely zilch about the comic, and 
they enjoyed it just as much as myself. So 
go ahead, free up an afternoon, buy a the- 
ater ticket, and enjoy the end of the world. 
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Revolutionary Reading 


brenden west 
staff writer 


ome of you may have heard of the critically acclaimed 
S movie, “Revolutionary Road,” which came out this 

past December and was nominated for several Acad- 
emy Awards. For once, I decided to read the book first. 

Typically, ’'m nota fan of reading that is overly descriptive; 
novels that get too bogged down with details. So when I first 
picked up “Revolutionary Road” by Richard Yates roughly a 
month ago for some leisure reading, 1 was afraid I’d wasted 
$8. It’s safe to say that my immediate assumptions were a 
mistake; “Revolutionary Road” is an excellent read that both 
satisfies the imagination and, like all great works of art, is 
relatable to today despite its 1950s suburban setting. 

In suburban Connecticut we find Frank Wheeler, a 30-year- 
old man unhappy with his job, unhappy with his marriage, 
and afraid he may be stuck in his sinkhole forever. His wife, 
April, shares his dissatisfaction about everything and feels 
that she is missing her last chance to escape becoming a typi- 
cal ‘50s housewife. 

Frank is desperate to feel masculine and hold strong for his 
wife, and April, questioning everything she has done, strug- 
gles with the notion that she may be on the verge of insanity. 
Their two children exist in this novel as a device that compli- 
cates everything the Wheeler’s plan to do to escape suburbia. 
All of this has lead to a stagnant marital relationship which 
feeds their desire for escape. 

You could say that the Wheelers are the first modern-day 
couple. Yet, because they live in 1955 they must hide be- 
hind the picture they’ve painted as a perfectly happy normal 


‘Two Rooms’ gets two thumbs up 


sara prier 
staff writer 


ary 19. The plot of this play along with the intense acting by the cast made this an 


T= Clarke drama department opened the play “Two Rooms” on Thursday, Febru- 


amazing experience for me. 


I was immediately impressed by the complex plot of this production. Laney and Michael 
husband and wife, are unable to see each other. Michael, an investigative photographer, is 
in hostile territory in Beirut and kidnapped by terrorists simply because he is an American, 
His wife, Laney, is a whole world apart from her husband and missing him with all her 
heart. Laney decides to empty a room of her house to make it feel more like a hostage’s 


cell and that Michael is there. 


Throughout the production, Laney and Michael talk to each other, symbolically through 
his “letters to Laney” and her “talks with Michael” from her desolate room. Michael has 
been a captive for a year when the play begins and remains in captivity for two more years, 
In the meantime, a reporter, Walker, and state official, Ellen, attempt to help Laney. The 
reporter insists on getting an interview or some kind of public quote from Laney while the 
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Erin Kane and Gage Steenhagen in “Fwo Rooms” 


tions such as divorce, abortion, and 
n. Their plot to escape it 
“what will the neighbors 
y in this time than 


couple. In this cra, no 
spontaneity are out of the questio 
all must be kept a secret because 
think?” There is a greater sensc of privac Fr 
there is today. Frank only has April who he thinks is crazy, 
and April only has Frank who isn’t the man she pictured her- 
self marrying, Their relationship mirrors a problematic one 
from today, with the lack of communication and the feeling 
of hopelessness. When reading there's the inescapable sense 
of feeling completely alone. 

This is not the romance you might expect (as expected) 
when picking up this book. It is a tragedy. You're left with a 
very sour taste in your mouth with every flick of the page. 
And yet the witty articulation of the author makes you wor- 
ship this novel both as a work of art and fulfills the need to 
know what happens next which is why I recommend this 
book. Richard Yates paints a portrait that stimulated my 
mind throughout. Even though I’m a single 20-year-old, 1 
feel like I know what it’s like to be part of a dysfunctional 
marriage in the ‘50s. 

Abortion, morality, deception, denial are all themes hit on 
in this page turner and they’re all hidden under the tone of 
hope or lack thereof. If the movie, starring Leonardo Di- 
Caprio and Kate Winslet, achieves for me half of what this 
book did for me then it is a must-see. As for the book: it is a 
definite must-read. 


) their entire life. 


} cluction all that it could be! 


fc wwe 


state official recommends that Lancy stay quiet about the matter. The intense relation. 
| ships between all four actors kept me on the edge of my seat for the entire play. 

Senior drama major Erin Kane as Lancy perfectly captured the image of a distressed 
wife while freshman drama major Gage Steenhagen showed genuine emotion in the cia 
acter of Michael. Freshman Joey Stamp and senior Valerie Heitzman made their charac- 
| ters’ essences come to light. Stamp played the honest reporter who truly wanted to help 
} l-ancy. Heitzman played the state official trying to manage the hostile situation through 
| the perspective of the government. It seemed like each actor had been the people on stage 


The simple set--two blank, white rooms--along with the amazing actors made the pto- 


RiJALS RICHARD YATEs | 
; excetient novel is a powerfyy | 
commentary on the way we live now. 
It locates the mew American tragedy 
squarely on the fleld of - 
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Getting over it: football vs. soccer 


justin curry 
arts etc. editor 


merica is home of the touchdown, bone-crus 
pass. For the longest time we have had trouble 
and penalty kick or yellow cards. If we gotoa 
going to sce Packers vs. Bears on the TV screen instead 


hing tackles and the Hail Mary 
accepting things like the corner 
dorm room we are most likely 
of AC Milan vs. Arsenal, 


Cup happens once every four years. “When I was in Switzerland and they won a match, 
there were people driving down the street waiving their flags, random people were com- 
ing up to me and giving mc high fives and chest bumps” he said. “That is what got me 


Why is it so hard for Americans to accept the biggest 
knowledge of soccer is compiled of whatever Hol- 
jwwood has shown us; “The Big Green,” “Bend it 
like Beckham” and “Air Bud: World Pup.” 

“fr is not a respectable sport,” said Devon Cow- 
ans, a history and sociology major. “It is not cul- 
turally glorified in America; football is a physically 


demanding sport that requires attributes that 1 ad- 


ae brings up a good point; football is a tradi- 
tion in America and that’s how most of us were 
brought up. Everywhere else in the world is a dif- 
ferent story. ; 

“You are basically born with a soccer ball” said 
Maria Vilar, Clarke sports management major and 
Venezuelan native. “Maybe it is just a culture thing, 
there are so many sports in America. Baseball is 
also huge here and you have other sports that I have 
never heard of, like Lacrosse. “ 

“Typically, we're not brought up watching soccer,” 
said Matt Clausing, a business and philosophy ma- 
jor. “I was brought up watching football and basket- 
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Three time All-American Emily 
Brown practices the weight throw. 


kylee miller 

Sports editor 

€ ate not talking to any UNI baseball players,” 
Said Clarke baseball coach Chad Harris. While 
opp gt University of Northern Iowa (UND officially 
Ive. tS baseball team after this season, the NAIA has 
‘ ae tules about recruiting current college athletes. “I 
ay, vould be unethical to talk to players there who are 
"Sea to find a way to save their program,” said Coach 


S ie al Association of Intercollegiate Athletics does 
Soak, .c Colleges to recruit athletes from other schools but 
“fh pits following strict procedure. According to the NAIA 

Website, a coach cannot contact an athlete unless that 
been released from any contracts with their cur- 


€ Nation: 


Cols like UNI are having trouble finding state fund- 
ch in turn hurts recruiting. In contrast, small private 
O's like Clarke have slightly less trouble and Clarke’s re- 
: Season is in full swing. : 
Ports d dollar amount for 
Sch, rts programs have a budgete: 
“latships, “Scholarships are rewards for a student for tal- 


“iting 


Sport in the world? Most of our 


Welecting the best: 


Clarke soccer players Dustin Whelan and Abdulwali 
ball’ Matt was lucky enough to be in Europe during Aman take on the University of Dubuque. 

the last World Cup. The FIFA World Cup is an in- 
ternational tournament where 32 teams compete for 
the chance to be the world champions. The World 


Throwing the distance 


Clarke senior Emily Brown named All-American again 


C 


City Tennessee. Brown was also awarded her third All-Amer- 
ican Title. The Clarke women’s track and field team sent seven 
girls to the indoor nationals, the most ever for the program. 
The team placed 21st out of 39. 

“I threw 18.84m (61710”), a three foot personal record!” said 
Brown. The 18.84m throw broke her original Clarke record of 
17.82m. Black Hills State’s defending national champion, Au- 
brey Baxer won the weight throw with a distance of 19.79m. 
Brown is the Midwestern Collegiate Conference’s Indoor Field 
Athlete of the Year. “I feel great! I did my absolute best and was 
ecstatic with the results,” Brown said. 


kylee miller 
sports editor 


larke’s only female All-American, senior Emily Brown, 
took second for her third straight year in the weight 
throw at the indoor nationals March 5-7 in Johnson 


ent, strong work ethic and good attitude,” said Coach Harris. 
“I view student, athletes receiving scholarships not different 
than students receiving scholarships for good grades.” 
“The ability to recruit more talented athletes than years past 
is the same as offering academic scholarships, which allows 
Clarke to recruit the best students,” Coach Harris said. 

Recruiting is different for each sport and sometimes even 
unique based on gender. 

Each year, soccer coach Sean Esterhuizen contacts approxi- 
mately 250 to 300 students for each of the men’s and wom- 
en’s teams. “From those initial contacts, we bring in about 
eight to 12 new players each year,” said Esterhuizen. 

The soccer team is also a main source for recruiting ex- 
change students like Maria Vilar from Caracas, Venezuela on 
the women’s team and Peter Bayliss from Burry St. Ed- 
monds, England, on the men’s. “Usually one out of 10 for- 
eign recruits contacted ends up coming to Clarke,” Coach 
Esterhuizen said. “We look at bringing in one or two for- 
eign players per team per year.” Esterhuizen usually contacts 
these foreign athletes through personal coaching contacts or 
recruiting services. 


The distance medley relay 
team also ran at nationals 
and improved their time. 
“My favorite part was shar- 
ing the experience with some of my teammates,” Brown said. 
‘We had a crazy, fun time bonding and goofing off.” 

The Clarke track team starts its outdoor season with on March 
28 at Augustana College. “With the help from my coach, Matt 
Adams, you can expect me to break the school record again, and 
give the girl seeded in first a run for her money!” said Brown. 
“And I will definitely get my fourth All-American title.” 


interested in the sport and made me want to watch it for the first time.” 
Matt now watches the occasional soccer match and has managed to find common 


ground between soccer and football. “Both sports demand 
physical strength and require a huge necessity for team 
play,” Matt said. Granted soccer does not have 300-pound 
men barreling into each other, but it still has a lot to offer. 
Many American viewers ignore the physical requirements 
that soccer calls for and insist that it is nothing more than 
men passing a ball to cach other for 10 minutes at a time. 
Where football is a game of' set rules and plays, soccer is a 
game of reactions and instincts. 

“The intensity is a lot different than football, especially 
when it comes to how the ball is worked around,” said 
Phillip Flores, junior communication major and Clarke 
men’s goalie. 

Once people start to put away their instant prejudice 
about watching soccer and find common ground between 
their favorite sports and soccer they can learn to enjoy a 
sport that is glorified everywhere else in the world. If that 
is not possible at least you can show up at Clarke soccer 
games and show your school spirit. 

“Soccer at Clarke is a step up from what you’ve seen 

at high school” said Flores. “I think you would be sur- 
prised.” 


Clarke coaches talk recruiting 


Clarke volleyball coach Chris Miron recruits differently 
than the soccer and baseball programs do because of how 
the sports differ in team size. Baseball and soccer require 
more athletes to be on the field while volleyball can only play 
six athletes at one time. ‘ 

“T recruit based on the needs of the program in relation to 
current roster size and position depth,” said Miron. 

The volleyball programs do not have an overnight recruit- 
ing weekend like the soccer programs because men’s and 
women’s volleyball occur at different times in the year for 
high school and college. 

However, every Clarke coach seems to be in agreement 
on one aspect of recruiting. “The people who come here 
are here for the right reasons,” said Coach Miron. “I want 
student-athletes to come here because they want to be here 
and be a part of what we do at Clarke.” 
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staff writer 


very year hundreds of student and 
professional submissions are cn- 
tered into the local Addy Awards 


Contest sponsored by the Dubuque chap- 
ter of the American Advertising Fed- 
eration. This year, Taylor Kellogg, Clarke 
junior graphic design major, was the re- 
cipient of the Student Best of Show award. 

“I was completely shocked,” said Kellogg. 
“Of course I wanted to win, but didn’t think 
1 had even the slightest chance of winning 
best of show. It was the cherry on top of the 
evening because Clarke had done so well. My 
parents were also there, so they were really 
happy they had the chance to see me win.” 

This was Kelloge’s first year entering the 
contest, and her work was well received. 
Kellogg won two gold Addy’s, as well as the 
Final Fifteen and Best of Show. Her best 
of show piece was originally an invitation 
that she created for a graphic design class. 

“The assignment was to create an invita- 
tion for an environmental group’s event,” 
said Kellogg. “I chose an environmen- 
tal group that worked along California’s 
beaches. It was a very upscale gala dinner 
for celebrities and politicians to attend. I 
had to make the design elegant, chic and 
sophisticated but not so stuffy that no 


Clarke junior Taylor Kellogg, winner of the 
‘Best in Show’ Addy, beams proudly. 


one would want to attend. The construc- 
tion was an accordion fold style book so it 
was almost like a keepsake for the event.” 

Every spring, Clarke professor of 
graphic design, Al Grivetti, as well as 
other art department faculty, push art 


This invitation, created by Taylor, won her ‘Best in Show’ in the Addy Awards 
competition. 


} together. 


H ambulance. 
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VaNessa LaNiet- Freshman business major: 
When J was in the 8th grade, I told my friend 
that I was being sent to boarding school in 

| Europe and that we couldn’t go to high school 


Dan Tringale- Freshman business major: In high 
school, a friend and I set up a plan for him to fall 
out of his chair and spill fake blood on the floor, 
making it look like his head had been broken. It 
was so convincing that the school even called an 


Streets 


tina fry 
extras editor 


What was your favorite April Fool’s Day prank? 


for students to learn to discuse 
own work as well as receive fee Ki 
This year Clarke students hid mee 
showing in the Addy’s. Along with kar 
wins, Clarke students won gold in hi ‘ 
categories, as well as seven silver = 
“It was a great night filled vith . 
of wonderful people,” said Ke by 
“We got to see a lot of designs that Sie 
ally award worthy. It’s always nice to be A 
to sec what other people are doing ou . 
with their creativity. I’m really looking foray 
to next year. I hope someone from Cla 
can come back and take Best in Show tei 


students to enter work in the Addy’s. 
“The Addy’s are a great opportunity 
for Clarke students to have their work 
judged by professionals,” said Grivetti. 
Once work has been submitted, a team of 
professionals chosen fromacross the country 
cometoviewtheworkandchoose thewinners. 
An Addy Award Night is held to cel- 
ebrate the work that has been created 
by the students and professionals in 
our atea and to announce the winners. 
At this year’s 2008 Addy Awards Banquet 
on Friday, February 27, a new event was 
created-- a chance for student award recipi- 
ents to meet local professional designers. 
“I thought it was valuable offer- 
ing the students the opportunity to 
meet with professionals before the cer- 
emony,” said Grivetti. “It is a good chance 


and experience that same honor I was given? 


Gambling a Problem? 
Online Treatment Options Now Available! 


Treatment from your home 
Scheduling flexibility 
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Matt Shannon - Sophomore psychology/ secondaty 
education major: While I was in high school, someot® 
Superglued all of the outdoor locks to the school s° 


that it was impossible to unlock or even put keys iat 
the keyholes, : | 


